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Our sector has a unique role to play 



 
A global network of Green Building Councils creating green buildings for everyone, 
everywhere. Uniting  nearly 70 countries and 37,000 members.  

World Green Building Council 
– 

 



Health & wellbeing are a 
major demand driver 

Investors want to be part 
of the solution 

Carbon is centre stage, 
bringing materials and 

circularity into spotlight  
Mindfulness, personal productivity, 

“next trillion dollar industry” 
Real estate at $223T is the largest 

asset class globally 
Post-COP 21: shift from Energy to 

Carbon 



Carbon is centre stage 



Achieving Paris Agreement 
= 

Urgent Action Towards 
Net Zero Carbon Buildings 



www.worldgbc.org/thecommitment 
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The Net Zero Carbon Buildings Commitment  



Embodied carbon  in  
the spotlight 



Net Zero  
Operational Carbon  

Typical EU new build Global average  

Operational Carbon 

Embodied Carbon 







Shifts towards circular 
thinking 





Level(s) - the future debate 

The emerging ‘common EU language’ for sustainable building and circular thinking.  
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CIRCL,  
ABN AMRO, 
Amsterdam 



Investors want to be part of 
the solution 





Buildings underpin 
one third of 
Europe’s banking 
sector’s assets 

New financing 
models are needed 

to ensure our building 
stock is ‘Paris Proof’  



Lack of awareness 

Lack of a common standard 

Lack of coordinated action 



A compelling vision 

A new market standard for Paris Proof 
mortgages 

A call to action to banks, industry and 
governments 



The Energy Efficient Mortgages Pilot 



Health and wellbeing 



  Driving the Business Case 

Investing in staff health and wellbeing provides a sizeable return 

1% 
Energy Costs 

9% 
Rental Costs 

90% 
Staff costs in salaries and benefits 

World Green Building Council , 2014. ‘Health, Wellbeing and Productivity in Offices’ 





Collecting data and supporting debate 

2014 2016 2018 



Thank you! 
  

europe@worldgbc.org 
 
 


